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By Larry Lack

Atrocious Surgical Mass Murder Charged
China’s Trade in Falun Gong Body Parts

(Body Parts continued on page 2)

I t’s no secret that China’s government  
has been conducing a national propa- 
ganda and police campaign, marked 

by mass arrests and widespread torture, 
against the movement known as Falun 
Gong.

It’s also no secret  that for at least a 
decade the internal organs of convicts 
executed in China have been “harvested” 
by surgical teams and sold to transplant 
patients, many of them foreigners who 
travel to China for organ transplant 
operations.

A report published this July in Canada 
reveals that over the past five or six years 
China’s thriving transplant trade has 
come to rely heavily on another source 
of human organs than those executed as 
criminals. This second source is the bod-
ies of Falun Gong devotees, thousands of 
whom are held in secret prisons through-
out China for practising their religion.

In their Report Into Allegations of 
Organ Harvesting of Falun Gong Prac-
titioners in China,  Canadian immigration 
lawyer David Matas and David Kilgour, 
a former member of Canada’s Parliament 
who is also a lawyer, present a rigorous 
and convincing indictment of China’s 
lucrative illicit trade in human body parts. 
Their report implicates hundreds, and 
possibly thousands of Chinese officials 
in the illegal confinement and com-
mercial slaughter of a group of Chinese 
citizens whose only “crime” was their 
involvement with a nonviolent spiritual 
movement, which the Beijing govern-
ment is attempting, by its own account, 
to “eradicate”.

Months of research, including inter-

views with Chinese doctors and officials 
and with Falun Gong survivors, refugees 
and exiles, brought Kilgour and Matas to 
a terrible  conclusion. “The allegations 
here”, they write, “ are so shocking that 
they are almost impossible to believe”. 
But the wealth of carefully corroborated 
evidence compiled in their report effec-
tively supports their finding that “there 
has been and continues today to be large 
scale organ seizures from unwilling Falun 
Gong practitioners.”

The Kilgour/Matas report combines 
eyewitness accounts with a wealth of 
supporting evidence suggesting that 
beginning in 2000 or 2001 Chinese 
doctors, hospitals and penal authorities 
have collected and sold thousands of 
corneas, hearts, livers, kidneys, skin and 
other organs removed from living Falun 
Gong prisoners. And this illicit industry, 
Kilgour and Matas believe, is prob-
ably still murdering and dismembering 
imprisoned Falun Gong “donors” and 
selling their organs to well-heeled clients/
patients, some of whom opt for surgery 
in China specifically because they want 
organs from healthy, living donors rather 
than from brain-dead patients.

Kilgour and Matas, who are not Falun 
Gong practitioners, interviewed inform-
ants in China and exiled Falun Gong 
practitioners in several other countries 
and gleaned information from Chinese 
hospital and organ transplant websites. 
Their report includes appendices of 
carefully footnoted information on Chi-
na’s campaign to crush the Falun Gong, 
quoted from the Falun Gong website as 

I complained to Chomsky recently 
that our inbox was overflows with 

measured abuse from the 9/11-conspir-
acy crowd. (A sample of their reasoned 
discourse as embodied in title of email 
to me: “F–ing Idiot, Bush-enabling 
Troll.”) Has the left ever been in worse 
shape, I asked.

Chomsky responded cheerfully that 
he’s not “quite that pessimistic”, that 
his sense is that “the potential left is 
growing fast”. He recounted having 
given a few talks in the Cambridge/
Boston area and that “it’s quite dif-
ferent from before”. He was just back 
from an evening on the Cuban Five and 
U.S. terror against Cuba. “A big crowd, 
very enthusiastic”. 

Chomsky also said he had given 
several talks in the last few weeks on 
the Middle East. Now, these were of 
the sort of events – I remember that pe-
riod well myself – that used to require 
police protection in Cambridge only 
a few years ago. Now? Chomsky said 
he’d got an occasional sad question 
asking whether he was being too hard 
on Israel because it really has security 
problems. 

“Maybe I’m feeling a little dour 
today,” I wrote back to Chomsky. On 
Saturday, October 8, I drove into Eu-
reka to speak at an antiwar rally. I asked 
one of the organizers – one I knew to be 
keen on the 9/11-conspiracy scenarios 
– whether this was planned as basically 
a convocation. 

The inviter said, “No. Maybe one 
speaker on 9/11.” I went along, to 
the parking lot north of the jail in the 

“Bush EnaBLing 
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well as from official sources in China and 
human rights groups and media outside 
China. The wealth of statistical data and 
information in these appendices verifies 
the scope and  extreme brutality of Chi-
na’s ongoing campaign to demonize and 
destroy the Falun Gong and strengthens 
the report’s central conclusion that Falun 
Gong practitioners have been and are 
being killed so their organs can be sold 
for profit. It also confirms the Kilgour-
Matas report’s conclusions regarding the 
complicity of large numbers of Chinese 
medical professionals, army and court 
officials in the organ trade, and the trade’s 
market-driven preference for selectively 
excising the organs of healthy Falun 
Gong practitioners, especially men in 
their thirties.

Falun Gong sources claim that about 
a hundred thousand of the movement’s 
followers have been imprisoned for al-
leged subversion or other crimes against 
the state, that a similar number have been 
sent to forced labor camps, and that a 
large but unknown number of practition-
ers have disappeared. They also claim 
that some arrested Falun Gong disciples 
have been sent to psychiatric hospitals 
where they have been injected with 
experimental psychotropic drugs, nerve 
poisons, and drugs or chemicals that 
cause recurring and excruciating pain. 
The Clearvision Net  website of the Falun 

Gong recently stated that “According 
to incomplete statistics, within the past 
(seven) years beginning on July 20, 1999, 
more than 2,898 practitioners have been 
verified as having been tortured to death 
in over 30 provinces, autonomous regions 
and municipalities.”

In the atmosphere of official secrecy, 
denial and repression that shrouds con-
temporary politics in China, reliable 
numbers, documentation and other smok-
ing gun evidence are often hard to find. 
Despite these obstacles,  Kilgour and 
Matas’ lawyerly insistence on multiple 
corroborating sources lends credence 
to their claim that thousands of arrested 
Falun Gong practitioners have been and 
probably still are warehoused in secret 
detention centers so their organs can be 
sold as transplant customers arrive.

According to the Kilgour-Matas 
report’s sources, after their arrival at 
the detention centers, some of which 
are located underground in the vicinity 
of hospitals or ordinary prisons, Falun 
Gong detainees are subjected to pro-
longed physical examination. Released 
and exiled former Falun Gong prisoners 
have reported that since most of them 
had previously experienced beatings and 
other severe mistreatment at the hands 
of their keepers this sudden interest in 
their health, often including whole body 
X-rays, electrocardiograms, heart, liver 
and kidney checks, eye examinations, 
and ultrasound assessments,  was both 
surprising and unnerving.

Samples of the Falun Gong prisoners’ 
blood are drawn, forcibly if they resist, 
and over time they came to understand 
why this is so important, for organ trans-
plant recipients and donors must share the 
same blood type.

When detention centers are notified 
that certain organs are required by hos-
pitals and transplant clinics, prisoners 
whose blood types match those of wait-
ing patients/customers are taken from 
their cells to operating rooms. There, 
according to an informant who worked 
as an administrator at a hospital where, 
she reported, her former husband, a 
neurosurgeon, removed corneas from ap-
proximately 2,000  Falun Gong victims, 
the prisoners are  initially injected with a 
drug that stops the heart. Various organs 
are then removed in sequence by a team 
of surgeons working in separate rooms. 
To maximize profits, a computer network 
determines which organs are required for 

waiting customers. According to several 
of the report’s informants, once all of 
the victims’ readily salable parts have 
been removed, the pillaged corpses are 
incinerated in hospital boiler rooms to 
eliminate physical evidence of the opera-
tions. The extracted organs are shipped 
to transplant centers where other doctors 
implant them.

With its roots in Buddhism and Tao- 
ism, Falun Gong combines medi-

tation with controlled breathing and 
other exercises somewhat similar to those 
practiced in yoga and Tai Chi. Founded 
in 1993, Falun Gong gained followers 
rapidly until 1999 when the Chinese gov-
ernment banned the movement, declaring 
it to be an “evil cult.” Since then human 
rights organizations, foreign media, and 
some government agencies, including the 
U.S. Department of State, have confirmed 
that Falun Gong has been the object of an 
increasingly violent, government-directed 
propaganda and hate campaign that has 
included close to a million arrests, bloody 
beatings, torture on a massive scale, and 
many targeted killings. Some of those 
arrested are held without charges, while 
others are charged with subversion and 
various other crimes against the state. 
Some have been subjected to highly pub-
licized show trials, and many others have 
simply vanished, imprisoned and cut off 
from contacts with their families in a vast 
network of secret prisons, “re-education” 
and forced labor camps.

Partly because of the deep seated 
antipathy of the ruling Chinese Commu-
nist Party to any belief or activity with a 
spiritual dimension, and partly because 
Falun Gong, an unsanctioned spiritual 
movement, had attracted thousands of 
followers, the ruling party has put a 
high priority on its effort to stigmatize 
and destroy the movement not only as 
an allegedly dangerous cult, but also as 
a treasonous criminal conspiracy. The 
frequently stated determination of Chi-
na’s government to “eradicate” Falun 
Gong has even extended beyond China to 
include threats and harassment of practi-
tioners in the U.S., Canada and Europe.

Because in China Falun Gong is 
widely reputed to offer improved health, 
strength and vitality to its devotees – a 
belief that even Chinese officials seem to 
share – its practitioners’ internal organs 
are thought to be especially vital and 
(Falun Gong continued on page 5)
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middle of town. There were about 200 
people. It was a glorious day. 

Speaker number one was the chair-
person, many days into a fast . He told 
the crowd that he was a 9/11-conspiracy 
convert . The war in Iraq didn’t get much 
of a mention in his address. Speaker #2 
was also a 9/11-conspiracy advocate. He 
gave a long, incomprehensible speech, 
whose main effect was to cut the crowd 
by about a third. 

The only audible bit of his allocution 
was a denunciation of Alexander Cock-
burn. He also barely mentioned the war 
in Iraq. Speaker #3, an academic, read a 
lengthy speech loaded with refined iro-
nies about Bush. I don’t know whether 
he mentioned the war because two young 
people, one with a button saying, “9/11 
was an inside job,” were beginning to ha-
rangue me while he was talking. Speaker 
#4 was my neighbor here in Petrolia, 

to downtown and held a rally. Thousands 
of people saw them and got literature 
about the war. Lots of horn blowing and 
no one gave us the finger.”

In other words, an antiwar rally in 
Detroit mustered about a hundred peo-
ple. Corsetti added that the “interesting 
thing about the demo was that there were 
more than a few physically attractive in 
the crowd, men and women. Same thing 
happened in the late 60s, as the coun-
terculture brought in more people and 
antiwar sentiment/demos became more 
mainstream. Time is on our side.” 

Tony Judt, the NYU prof and lib-
eral writer for the New York Review of 
Books , has just discovered some of the 
consequences of publicly criticizing 
Israel. Here’s a message he released on 
October 4: 

“I was due to speak this evening, in 
Manhattan to a group called Network 
20/20 comprising young business lead-

the Middle East away from anyone who 
might listen.’ 

“The leaders of the Jewish organiza-
tions denied asking the consulate to block 
Judt’s speech and accused the professor 
of retailing ‘wild conspiracy theories’ 
about their roles. But they applauded 
the consulate for rescinding Judt’s in-
vitation.

“‘I think they made the right deci-
sion,’ said Abraham H. Foxman, na-
tional director of the Anti-Defamation 
League. ‘He’s taken the position that 
Israel shouldn’t exist. That puts him on 
our radar.’”

It’s good that Judt is making a fuss 
about the ghastly Foxman, but I do have 
to smile wryly at his sudden discovery 
that criticizing Israel can be an edgy 
business. Actually, it was far, far riskier 
twenty or even ten years ago. It’s much 
easier now, as Chomsky indicated in his 
note to me and as Jeffrey St. Clair and 
I have found with talks promoting our 
book, The Politics of Anti-Semitism. 

Not so long ago, when Chomsky went 
to a town to talk, the ADL would trail 
him and file minute by minute reports on 
his movements and statements. Someone 
once sent him anonymously one such 
dossier. On the front page of the Xerox 
was written, “for Alan Dershowitz.” 
Chomsky told me long ago that he and 
Dershowitz were scheduled to have a 
debate in a week or so, and evidently this 
was being sent to Dershowitz, for him to 
cull the usual slanders and lies.

The ADL had spies everywhere, who 
were sending back to the ADL feverish 
reports, mostly hysterical fabrications, 
about what they claimed to have heard 
in meetings. That was a joke. Not a joke 
was what happened at UCLA and Cam-
bridge where there were undercover cops 
at Chomsky’s meetings because they’d 
picked up serious threats. And that was 
nothing compared what Edward Said 
had to live with. Or Norman Finkelstein. 
What Judt faces isn’t more than a tiny 
fraction of what Norman faces regularly 
– e.g., being condemned by the Progres-
sive (sic) as a Holocaust denier or by its 
editor as a “Holocaust minimizer” on the 
grounds that he accurately quoted Raul 
Hilberg. Norman has been attacked in 
similar terms or worse by others who 
are pretentiously protesting Judt’s treat-
ment. CP

On the front page of the ADL’s dossier 
on Chomsky was written, “for Alan 
Dershowitz”.
David Simpson, who announced he was a 
global warming cultist and spoke briefly 
on that theme.

I was the final speaker. It had been 
over two hours, and the crowd is much 
depleted. I said, “we are united by one 
common desire: LUNCH.” Big applause. 
I talked about the war, about 9/11/73, 
the coup against Allende in Chile, as the 
starting gun for the Empire’s counterat-
tack amid defeat in Vietnam. I talked 
about the current political situation and 
even the prime story of the hour – un-
mentioned hitherto – the Foley scandal, 
which may well turn the House of Rep-
resentatives over to the Democrats. Let’s 
hope so. We need gridlock. My speech 
went down well with the 70 or so survi-
vors in the parking lot.

A friend, George Corsetti, wrote 
to me from Detroit that on that same 
Saturday he’d gone to a “World Can’t 
Wait” demo that “started at Wayne State 
with about 50 people. They marched 
around the campus denouncing Bush 
et al on a megaphone, grew to about 75 
people. They left campus, marched to a 
high school just getting out at 4 p.m., 
picked up another 25. They drove the 
cops crazy as they kept zigzagging down 
Woodward. They marched about 4 miles 

ers, NGOs , academics, etc. from the U.S. 
and many countries. Topic: the Israel 
Lobby and U.S. Foreign Policy. The 
meetings are always held at the Polish 
Consulate in Manhattan.

“I just received a call from the Presi-
dent of Network 20/20. The talk was can-
celled because the Polish Consulate had 
been threatened by the Anti-Defamation 
League. Serial phone-calls from ADL 
President Abe Foxman warned them off 
hosting anything involving Tony Judt. 
If they persisted, he warned, he would 
smear the charge of Polish collaboration 
with anti-Israeli anti-Semites (= me) all 
over the front page of every daily paper in 
the city (an indirect quote). They caved, 
and Network 20/20 were forced to can-
cel. Whatever your views on the Middle 
East, I hope you find this as serious and 
frightening as I do. This is, or used to be, 
the United States of America.” 

Judt’s disclosure elicited a few sto-
ries, including one in the Washington 
Post by Michael Powell, who wrote, “The 
pattern, Judt says, is unmistakable and 
chilling. ‘This is serious and frightening, 
and only in America – not in Israel – is 
this a problem,’ he said. ‘These are Jew-
ish organizations that believe they should 
keep people who disagree with them on 

(Troll continued from page 1)
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August 7 edition of Legal Times, Marsh’s 
allegations against the three Chinese physi-
cians are among “more than a dozen similar 
actions against high level Chinese officials” 
which she and her HRI law partner Morton 
Sklar have filed  in courts across the U.S. 
in an effort to assert  the “universal juris-
diction” provision, which allows human 
rights violators anywhere in the world to 
be prosecuted in U.S. courts.

The Legal Times article observes that the 
U.S. government displays what it called a 
“precarious if not contradictory position...
when it comes to diplomacy with China”. 
In July, the article says, “the U.S. Justice 
Department filed a ‘statement of interest’ 
in the U.S. District Court for the District 
of Columbia asking judge Richard Leon 
to drop a case against Bo Xilai, China’s 
Minister of Commerce, who was sued in 
the D.C. court for his part in allegations of 
“systematic human rights abuses against the 
Falun Gong.”

“On the one hand”, the article notes, the 
State Department’s annual human rights re-
ports routinely condemn China’s treatment 

of minorities, including the Falun Gong. Yet 
the exigencies of commercial and geopoliti-
cal relationships with China have forced the 
U.S. government to take a position at odds 
with its public statements.”

Marsh has not heard from James Farm-
er, the U.S. attorney in Boston with whom 
her complaints were filed. On October 5 

Samantha Martin, press liaison officer for 
the Boston office of the U.S. attorney, con-
firmed that information alleging violations 
of U.S. law by the three Chinese physicians 
were received in July, but was unable to 
comment on whether an investigation is be-
ing conducted or whether any action will be 
taken as a result of Marsh’s allegations.

A month before the Kilgour-Matas re-
port was released, Edward McMillan-Scott, 
vice president of the European Parliament 
wrote in the Yorkshire Post what he had 
heard from Falun Gong practitioners on 
secret atrocities of the Chinese regime: 
“Nearly 400 hospitals in China share the 
booming trade in transplants, with web-
sites advertising new kidneys for $60,000. 
Administrators tell inquirers: “Yes, it will 
be a Falun Gong, so it will be clean.” The 
two practitioners with whom he spoke went 
missing after they met with him.

On August 3, in an editorial commenting 
on a story it carried on that date by reporter 

China Denies Charges, as Others See 
Substance to Lawyers’ Claims
By aLExandEr cockBurn and JEffrEy sT. cLair

The Kilgour/Matas report alleging traf- 
ficking in the organs of Falun Gong  
was published on July 6, 2006. The 

Chinese government, through its embassy 
in Ottawa, dismissed the report, calling 
it “groundless and biased” and “based on 
rumours and false allegations”.

Human rights activist Harry Wu, a 
former political prisoner in China who 
now lives in the U.S., has expressed strong 
doubts about the Kilgour/Matas report’s 
conclusions. Wu, who spent 15 years gath-
ering information about the “harvesting” 
of organs from convicts executed in China, 
says he sent two investigators to Shenyang, 
one of the places where the Kilgour/Matas 
report said Falun Gong practitioners were 
being held to provide organs for transplan-
tation. According to Wu, his investigators 
confirmed that Falun Gong prisoners were 
being held at the prison there, but could not 
corroborate the report’s claims of illegal 
organ harvesting.

In August, commenting on the report’s 
allegation that one surgeon (according to 
his former wife’s testimony) had removed 
about 2,000 corneas from Falun Gong prac-
titioners over a period of two or three years 
beginning in 2001, Wu told the South China 
Post that organ harvesting on that scale 
“would be impossible” and that “profes-
sional doctors would not do this.” 

While crediting Wu’s long record 
as a human rights activist, David Matas 
responded that he and Kilgour have con-
sulted medical experts who told them that 
“the process of removing the eyes takes 
only about 20 minutes”, and that a skilled 
surgeon could remove 2,000 corneas in as 
few as 83 working days.

On July 24 during the first World Trans-
plant Congress in Boston Dr. Kirk Allison, 
director of the Program on Human Rights 
and Medicine at the University of Min-
nesota, released a statement supporting the 
conclusions of the Kilgour/Matas report and 
calling on his colleagues to end cooperation 
with China on organ transplants.

Also on July 24 attorney Terri Marsh, di-
rector of Human Rights International (HRI) 
in Washington, D.C., filed information with 
the U.S. Attorney’s office in Boston alleg-
ing that two high ranking Chinese physi-
cians, hospital administrators who were 

Gregory M. Lamb, the Christian Science 
Monitor said that Kilgour and Matas “have 
put their own considerable reputations 
on the line to stand behind their report”, 
and characterized the report’s evidence 
as “circumstantial but persuasive”. The 
editorial concluded by suggesting that “to 
gain the credibility it seeks for (hosting the 
Olympics) in 2008, China should provide 
transparent evidence to prove to the world 
that such outrageous practices are not being 
conducted”.

On August 14 the U.S. National Kidney 
Foundation (NKF) released a statement in 
response to the Kilgour-Matas report not-
ing that “if these allegations prove true, 
they represent a systematic and widespread 
violation of human rights against thousands, 
or potentially tens of thousands, of innocent 
persons”. The NKF warned against the dan-
gers of what it called “transplant tourism” 
and reiterated its opposition to “any system 
of reimbursement for deceased or living 
donations, which may create an additional 
financial incentive for abuses in donation 
and transplantation.”  CP

“It will be a Falun Gong, so it will be clean.”

attending the World Transplant Congress 
at the time, had violated U.S. laws against 
torture. Marsh alleged that Chen Zhonghua, 
president of Tongji Hospital Transplantation 
Research Institute in Wuhan City and Zhu 
Tongji, the dean of Zhongshan Hospital 
Organ Transplant Center in Shanghai, were 
complicit in the illegal harvesting of Falun 
Gong practitioners’ organs and asked that 
they be detained and prosecuted under 
the U.S. Torture Criminal Statute and the 
international convention outlawing torture 
that was approved and implemented by the 
U.S. in 1994. On July 26 Marsh presented 
information alleging that a third Chinese 
doctor, Shen Zhonyang, director of the 
Oriental Organ Transplant Center in Tianjin 
had violated U.S. anti-torture laws.

The three Chinese physicians were 
cited in these allegations because doctors 
in the hospitals they oversee had admitted 
in phone conversations recorded by Kilgour 
and Matas that the sources of their hospitals’ 
transplanted organs included Falun Gong 
practitioners. According to an article in the 
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serviceable. Consequently, according to 
sources cited in the Kilgour-Matas report, 
they are highly prized and are specifically 
requested by some transplant seekers. The 
report includes quotes from phone inter-
views, in which doctors reassure the in-
terviewers (who were posing as potential 
customers) that the organs they transplant 
are from living donors who are healthy 
because they practice Falun Gong.

The report mentions that many of 
those who are arrested for their ties to the 
Falun Gong movement refuse to identify 
themselves to the authorities because they 
fear that their family members and friends 
may be targeted by the government’s 
inquisition. Kilgour and Matas point out 
that this self-imposed anonymity may 
make these prisoners more likely to be 
tortured or executed  — or selected as 
potential organ “donors”. 

Among the key evidence supporting 
the Kilgour/Matas report’s conclusions 
are statistics from the China Medical 
Organ Transplant Association and China’s 
National Pharmacy Net. These figures 
show that starting in the year 2000, when 
persecution of the Falun Gong on a very 
large scale began, the number of trans-
plant operations performed in China in-
creased enormously, from a total of about 
18,500 in the six year period, from 1994 
through1999, to a total of about 60,000 
from 2000 through 2005.

Using figures from Amnesty Interna-
tional,  Kilgour and Matas show that less 
than a third of the 60,000 organs trans-
planted from 2000 through 2005 can be 
accounted as having come from executed 
convicts, on whom the government does 
keep and publish statistics. Executed 
convicts are the only known and readily 
identifiable source of transplant organs 
in China, where voluntary family organ 
donations are very rare, providing at most 
one per cent of all transplanted organs. 
Thus,  the sources of more than 40,000 of 
the 60,000 organs transplanted in China 
from 2000 through 2005 – the years of 
the most intense persecution of the Falun 
Gong – are unknown and, Kilgour and 
Matas point out, cannot be accounted for 
by published statistics.

The report also notes that “Hospital 
web sites in China advertise short wait-
ing times for organ transplants” and that 
“waiting times for organ transplants... 
in China appear to be much lower than 
anywhere else.” They quote a recent ad-
vertisement (now archived on the web) 
from the China International Transplanta-
tion Assistant Centre (sic) website, which 
boasts that “It may take only one week to 
find out the suitable (kidney) donor, the 
maximum time being one month,” along 
with the website’s additional claim that 
“If something wrong with the donor’s 
organ happens, the patient will have 
the option to be offered another organ 
donor and have the operation again in 
one week.”

Similarly, in April 2006 the Oriental 
Organ Transplant Centre’s website adver-
tised that for liver transplant patients “the 
average waiting time is two weeks,” and 
the website of Changzheng Hospital in 
Shanghai claimed that its “average wait-
ing time for a liver supply is one week 
among all the patients. “ (These quotes 
have been deleted from the websites 
where they formerly appeared, but the 
Kilgour-Matas report cites where the ar-
chived original versions can be found.)

In most parts of the U.S.A. and Can-
ada,  waiting times for organ transplants 
range from several months to two years or 
longer. Kilgour and Matas point out that 
“the median waiting time for a kidney in 
Canada was 32.5 months in 2003, and in 
British Columbia it was even longer at 
52.5 months”, and that “if as indicated (in 
the Canadian Organ Replacement Regis-
ter) the survival period for a kidney is be-
tween 24 (and) 48 hours and a liver about 
12 hours, the presence of a large bank of 
living kidney-liver ‘donors’ must be the 
only way China’s transplant centers can 
assure such short waits to customers. The 
astonishingly short waiting times adver-
tised for perfectly matched organs would 
suggest the existence of both a computer 
matching system for transplants and a 
large bank of live prospective ‘donors’. 
The advertisements do not identify Falun 
Gong practitioners as the source of these 
organs. But there are no other identified 
sources.”

Based on these circumstances, Kilgour 
and Matas observe that “even if the Falun 
Gong as the (source) of these organs is 
only an allegation, it is the only allegation 
we have. No other large body of people... 
have been identified to us as sources of 
organs sufficient in numbers to meet the 
large number of transplant demands now 
being made and met in China.”

Other evidence, much of it found in 
the report’s appendices, is quoted from 
Falun Gong publications, media sources,  
and reports from various human rights 
organizations. The appendices include 
numerous graphic personal and eyewit-
ness descriptions of the tortures inflicted 
on Falun Gong prisoners. Described by 
Falun Gong survivors and former pris-
oners in China, the U.S., Canada, and 
France, the torture methods used against 
the Falun Gong include techniques 
such as depriving prisoners of clothing 
and sleep and subjecting them to cold 
temperatures, aggressive and violent 
interrogations, repeated beatings often 
inflicting acute and agonizing injuries, 
cutting and piercing of sensitive body 

Once all of the victims’ salable parts have been removed, the 
pillaged corpses are incinerated in hospital boiler rooms to 
eliminate physical evidence of the operations. 
(Falun Gong continued from page 2)
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parts including sexual organs, hanging 
prisoners for long periods by their arms 
or legs, stress positions, gang rapes, injec-
tions of experimental drugs and chemicals 
that cause excruciating pain, and other 
assaults on and violations of Falun Gong 
prisoners.

As long ago as August 5, 2001,  the  
Washington Post foreign news serv-

ice published an article by John Pomfret 
and Phillip P. Pan that appeared under 
the headline “Torture is Breaking Falun 
Gong: China Systematically Eradicating 
Group.” Since then scores of published 
reports have chronicled the Falun Gong 
persecutions, and western governments, 
including that of the U.S., have chroni-
cled the excesses of cruelty that charac-
terize China’s criminal suppression of an 
innocent spiritual movement.

But to date there has been no effective 
response from the United Nations or from 
any group of governments. Aside from 
the often heroic efforts of some human 
rights groups, nothing effective has been 
done to focus attention on a campaign 
of terror.

On September 14, 2006,  David 
Kilgour and David Matas followed up 
Kilgour’s presentation to the National 
Press Club in Washington with a press 
conference in the rotunda of the U.S. capi-
tal. The following week,  Kilgour and oth-
er defenders of the Falun Gong addressed 
an international human rights meeting at 
the European headquarters of the United 
Nations in Geneva. But western media 
coverage remains low-key, occasional, 

and almost entirely relegated to the back 
pages of “mainstream” newspapers. The 
China bureaus of western television and 
radio networks broadcast plenty of news 
from China, but any effort to report on the 
persecution of the Falun Gong produces 
indignation, threats,  and severe harass-
ment from China’s government and its 
ruling party. Canada’s  national radio 
network, CBC, recently upgraded its 
Beijing bureau and posted one of its top 
political reporters, Anthony Germaine, 

to head that bureau. But in more than six 
months of regular reporting from China,  
Germaine has not mentioned the Falun 
Gong or the Beijing government’s effort 
to “eradicate” it.  If Germaine or any other 
reporter tried to report on this subject, he 
and the CBC would probably be expelled 
from China. 

America’s trade deficit with China 
reached $68 billion in July and shows no 
sign of easing. Wal-Mart , Home Depot 
and thousands of other mass marketers, 

corporations and businesses in both the 
U.S. and Canada are heavily dependent 
on trade with China. And as Google’s 
recent capitulation to China’s insistence 
that it exclude all mention of the Falun 
Gong from its “service” to computer users 
in the People’s Republic demonstrates, 
western reporting about the persecution 
of the Falun Gong and other human rights 
issues can be very significantly affected 
– in this case eliminated – by economic 
pressures and government threats to re-
strict the activities of information provid-
ers if they refuse to comply with orders 
specifying what they may and may not 
report about.

The Kilgour/Matas report ends with 
a list of reasonable recommendations as 
to how governments and the international 
community should be responding to the 
trade in human organs obtained by the 
slaughter of prisoners that is going on 
in China. Will the United Nations or any 
western government conduct a serious 
inquiry into this infernal industry that 
is tolerated and to a significant extent 
operated by the Chinese government?  
Will western countries even consider 
the simple step of prohibiting their na-
tionals from traveling to China to take 
advantage of that country’s abundant 
supply of organs extracted from living 
prisoners? CP
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efforts by some hu-
man rights groups, 
nothing effective 
has been done to 
focus attention on a 
campaign of terror.


